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Concepts of Peace in the Revolutionary Atlantic, 1770-1848

As the billowing smoke spiraled out of cities and small towns wrecked by war in the post-
Napoleonic era, political actors in the revolutionary Atlantic realized that national and
international politics had irrevocably changed. Domestic and global scenarios had emerged
that posed a threat to the old order and a new equilibrium, both domestic and internationally,
had to be found as the historical grammar of peace had now collapsed. These changes in
politics went hand in hand with profound conceptual transformations and the advent of a
new political lexicon.

The focus on the Euro-Atlantic seeks to remedy a gap in our understanding of these
changes. Since the 1990s, historical scholarship has come to interpret the revolutionary
period in its global entanglements, thus moving beyond the traditional focus on Western
Europe and the USA. We want to broaden this understanding by bringing the larger Euro-
Atlantic into perspective. In 1994 Paul Schroeder remarked in his landmark study The
Transformation of European Politics, 1763-1848 that “The Latin American revolutions are
clearly important in the international politics of this era, but do not fit easily into its history”
(628). Undoubtedly, the collapse of the Spanish and Portuguese monarchies and the
emergence of a dozen new countries on the other side of the Atlantic also transformed the
early modern understandings of ‘peace’.

But actors across the Euro-Atlantic mobilized the concept of peace under different premises.
For some, it was the need to reassert empire; for others, the affirmation of republican liberty;
still others invoked religion and morality; for some peace was related to the new ambitions of
empire; for others, it was the need to cohere and pacify emerging new political communities
inhabited by settler communities, native Americans and enslaved Africans. Furthermore, the
subsequent geopolitical shifts in the ‘Western hemisphere’ added layers of complexity that
were evident in the experience of the black republics in the Caribbean. Similarly, in 1826 the
Republic of Colombia (present day Venezuela, Colombia, Panama and Ecuador) convened
the Panama Congress with the goal of bringing together the new Spanish American
republics to form a “Treaty of Union, League, and Perpetual Confederation.”

It is also a period when the elaboration of a philosophy of history and the emergence of
historicist understandings of ‘civilization’ were key features in the evolution of the concept of
peace in the revolutionary Atlantic.
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